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Crystal supplies 460 energy-efficient windows for Wagner College dorm

NEW YORK, NY On Park Ave. South, leasing is un-
derway at Prism at Park Ave. South. Prism is being de-
veloped by Equity Residential, and is the rental portion 
of the 40-story hybrid rental/condo designed by Pritz-
ker-prize winning architect Christian de Portzam-
parc. This new addition to the skyline “is a sleek, mod-
ern tower that respects NYC’s classic streetscapes,” said 
de Portzamparc, who designed the structure using walls 
of sculptural glass to create unique, yet functional floor 
plans. No two apartments are identical. In some units, 
the layout juts over the street, creating a feeling of float-
ing over the urban activity below. De Portzamparc won 
the architectural Pritzker Prize in 1994 and is known for 
his bold, modern designs, examples of which include 
the LVMH Tower in New York and the Philharmonie 
Luxembourg performance venue. “We’re delivering residences designed by a world-
class architect,” said George Kruse, first VP of devel-
opment with Equity Residential. “Prism continues to 
transform this already exciting neighborhood with an 
architectural gem that is drawing strong interest from 
potential renters.”

The rental apartments at Prism rise from floors two through 22 and consist of stu-dio to three-bedroom units. All apartments have distinc-tive layouts and cityscape views, and select units feature private terraces. The build-ing’s top floors feature the condo residences, 400 Park Ave. South, developed by Toll Brothers City Living. By part-nering with Toll Brothers, Eq-uity Residential sets a new standard for modern luxury city living with renters receiv-ing access to a condo-quality amenity package. “Our residents will be able to live in 
high-end rental residences with access to five-star condo 
amenities,” said Kruse. “We consider this a ‘win-win’ for 
everyone involved.”

Consistent with its commitment to a healthy envi-
ronment and sustainable living, Equity Residential will 
obtain LEED certification for Prism at Park Ave. South 
and residents will also enjoy smoke-free living. 

STATEN ISLAND, NY Crys-tal Window & Door Systems (www.crystalwindows.com) has supplied 460 energy-effi-cient heavy-duty commercial aluminum windows for a col-lege student housing window replacement project. The high-rise, 14-story Harborview Res-idence Hall towers over the 105-acre campus of Wagner College in the Grymes Hill 
section. This project is the latest in Crystal’s growing 
list of student housing and other university window 
projects the company has supplied across the nation. 

Green Buildings
SPECIAL INSERT
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Green Project of the Month
SWBR completes SUNY Brockport’s new 

62,000 s/f LEED Gold Liberal Arts Building
BROCKPORT, NY SUNY Brockport’s 
new Liberal Arts Building was designed 
to create a building that was an impetus 
for enhancing four core areas to obtain 
optimal student success and national 
recognition. The team was focused on 
designing the building to maximize the 
experience of various types of learning 
environments and quality of place, as 
well as providing academic engage-
ment. The result is a new three-story, 
62,000 s/f Liberal Arts Building that is 
LEED Gold certified.

The $25 million facility serves as 
the new home of Brockport’s Depart-
ments of English, History, Modern Languages and 
Cultures, Philosophy, and Women and Gender Studies. 
The building is located between the existing academic 
and recreational cores of the campus and is adjacent to 
the Drake Memorial Library. This synergy with the li-
brary is reinforced with a physical, second story bridge 
connection that will encourage students to move freely 
between the two buildings. Nestled behind an existing 
grove of mature trees, the building utilizes nature to pro-
vide summer time shade and reduced cooling loads.  

The program features a tiered 200-seat auditorium 
(divisible into two 100-seat environments), two 70-seat, 
divisible classrooms, three 46-seat classrooms, and 
two 25-seat seminar rooms. It also highlights a gallery 
that houses an E.E. Cummings collection, artist-made 
benches from the ash trees that were salvaged from the 
building site, original artwork by regional artists, and 
exterior balconies. The program was situated within 
the building along a “Main St.” circulation path which 

was filled with natural light, views and connections to 
the outside as well as connections to the learning en-
vironments, faculty offices and various types of “colli-
sion spaces.” These “collision spaces” that are located 
throughout the building promote student-to-student and 
student-to-faculty interaction and provide opportunities 
for informal learning and cross-discipline conversations 
outside of the classroom.  

Special features such as bio-swales and a retention 
pond, sun shading devices, bird friendly design applica-
tions, a high performance building envelope with well 
integrated mechanical systems and solar control light-
ing, helped the Liberal Arts Building earn Leadership 
in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Gold 
certification.

SWBR provided the overall project management of 
the design, with sustainable exterior envelope devel-
opment and detailing. Stantec led programming, site 
selection, concept design, and interior architecture de-

sign.; M/E Engineering designed 
the mechanical, electrical and 
plumbing design; EDR Compa-
ny provided the site design; Baer 
provided the cost estimating and 
LeChase Construction was the 
general contractor.

Key sustainable highlights:
• 31% water consumption re-

duction.
• 33 % energy cost savings.
• 89% of on-site construction 

waste was diverted from landfills.
• 20% of building material is 

manufactured from recycled ma-
terials.

• 85% of the wood based build-
ing materials are FSC certified.

SUNY Brockport’s new Liberal Arts Building - Brockport, NY

Auditorium at SUNY Brockport’s new Liberal Arts Building.
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would like to
congratulate all the

project team members

For future project of the month story
considerations, please contact

jwallace@nyrej.com
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M/E Engineering, P.C. 
is committed to providing 
Value-driven engineering services. 

We are proud to be a part of the 
SUNY Brockport  Liberal Arts Building Team! 

    Rochester   • Buffalo  • Syracuse  • Capital District                             www.meeng ineer ing .com
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