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During Business First’s Roundtable discussion
on Energy, regional leaders gathered to
discuss the opportunities and challenges
posed by New York’s Climate Leadership and
Community Protection Act and other issues
affecting the energy industry. Here is a report
from the discussion, held June 17, 2021.

NEW LAWS FOR ENERGY PRODUCTION
AND CONSERVATION SET THE FUTURE PATH

limate leaders long have

been developing systems

that draw clean and
sustainable energy from the sun,
wind, and waterways. A 2019
New York State law, intending to
address climate change and reach
net-zero emissions, is accelerating
those efforts with rigorous targets,
beginning in 2025.

The initiatives that will emerge
from the law will sweep across
individuals, business, and industry
as anyone who builds, rehabs, or
owns a building will have to accept
new practices and energy sources
to turn on the lights and set the
thermostat.

The region’s leaders gathered
to discuss the opportunities and
challenges posed by New York's
Climate Leadership and Community
Protection Act and other issues

affecting their industries during
a recent Panel of Experts event

hosted by Business First of Buffalo.

Panelists were:

e Michael Barbasch, energy and
commissioning discipline leader,
LaBella Associates DPC.

¢ James Dentinger, president,
Noco Enterprises Co. LLC

e David Flynn, partner, energy,
environment and nanotechnology

practice teams leader, Phillips Lytle

LLP

e Gary Marchiori, president,
EnergyMark LLC

¢ Daniel Montante, president,
Montante Solar

e Melanie Stachowiak, partner,
M/E Engineering P.C.

The depth and breadth of the
Climate Act took everyone by
surprise when it became law two
years ago, Flynn said.

“Everybody sat back and said,
‘What is this and how in God'’s
name do we implement it because
it literally touches every aspect of
human life in New York State,”
Flynn said. “So how do you wrap
your head and hands around that
and pull it together?”

The answer might be in the
scoping plan that is being written
by the New York Climate Action

“We're seeing
these evaluations
in 50% to 60% energy
reduction for these

buildings.”

- Melanie Stachowiak,
partner, M/E Engineering P.C.

Council. It will lay out and
prioritize at a high level the
different pieces of the act that are
going to be implemented over the
coming generations, Flynn said.
Some of those are significant in
terms of electrifying buildings and
getting fossil fuel-driven vehicles
off the road, he said. The scoping
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